
GREENHORN VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH STATEMENT OF FAITH: 
 
We believe the universe to be created by God. We hold firmly to the 
historic position of the Church that God is one, and yet mysteriously 
God exists in three distinct persons: God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Spirit. 
 
We believe that God has not only revealed Himself to us in His creation 
but also in the Holy Scriptures which are without error in all that they 
affirm. 
 
We believe that the current condition of human beings has altered 
from its designed course and purpose, which was to live in a loving 
relationship with our Creator and with one another.  The alternate 
course that all human beings now choose (sin) leads us away from 
living freely under the ruling and reigning of our Creator God. This 
alternate way of life leads human beings to consistently choose to put 
themselves in the place of God, which, naturally, leads them away 
from God. Ultimately it leads people to a ruined life—a life apart from 
God. 
 
We joyously affirm that God has not abandoned his creation to this 
course of self-destruction, but has been working all along for its 
redemption—He has been working to save us from our self-destructive 
course. We believe that his plan reached its fulfillment in the birth, life, 
teaching and miracles, the crucifixion, and the resurrection of Jesus of 
Nazareth, the Messiah. We believe that Jesus the Messiah is the 
unique Son of God, and shared fully in our humanity in every way, 
except that he always lived in complete obedience to God—he was 
without sin.  We believe that Jesus the Messiah exists in the form of 
God—he is in his very nature God.  We also confess that Jesus the 
Messiah is the singular hope and path for human beings to be rescued 
from their ruined condition, and rescued into God’s purpose and plan. 
 
We believe that salvation is more than “getting into heaven.” Salvation 
means that we are saved into a life of abundant, creative goodness 
that is available here and now, and will continue into eternity—this is 
the eternal life. This abundantly good life is realized as we live 
increasingly under the rule and reign of God.  We believe that this life 
of abundant, creative goodness begins in a person when the Holy 
Spirit of God takes up residence in the life of a human being. Jesus 
spoke of this being a spiritual “rebirth” in which we are made alive to 
God. The Holy Spirit empowers people to live increasingly in God’s 
purpose as they cooperate with God’s action in their lives. 



 
We believe that the collective group of Jesus’ apprentices (the Church) 
is called to be a touch point between heaven and earth. The Church is 
to be a community where the healing of the Cross and the 
Resurrection can save us from ruin and life apart from God.  It is a 
community where those who have been rescued back to God’s purpose 
can grow into the fullness of human beings in Christ. That is why we 
say we are a community helping people become passionate followers 
(or apprentices) of Jesus Christ. 
 
Finally, we joyously confess that Jesus Christ will come again to bring 
to fulfillment His perfect kingdom. 
 
Philosophy of Ministry: 
 
The following principles help guide the ministry of GVBC: 
 

1. Ministry is natural and relational.  It is not ordinarily 
“program” based.  It should first of all occur in our lives, 
neighborhoods and jobs among our friends, neighbors and 
coworkers.  The action of the church is not limited to Sunday 
or organized and sanctioned events.  The ministry of the 
church extends to every part of the daily life of every disciple 
of Jesus.  It includes our work, family, school, market, culture 
and community.  It is the church’s task to equip people for 
this kind of ministry, not just try to make people’s lives busier 
by enlisting them to do “programs”. 

 
2. Ministry is Spirit gifted.  We should not enlist people for 

ministry in the way that a business would hire an employee 
nor should we assume fitness for ministry based on 
occupational skills, experience, or position in the community.  
Effective ministry is the result of commitment, giftedness and 
maturity. 

 
3. Ministry involves mentoring.  Necessary for growth and 

longevity.  
 

4. Ministry should be “treasure” focused. 
 
 
 
 


